
Notes on AI philosophy



Popularity and financial interests

Debaters strive for popularity.

CEOs strive for promoting the 
interests of their companies.



      Current vs imaginary tech

Typically intermingled: 

talk about current tech 

mixed with talk about 

imaginary tech



      Intelligence vs consciousness

Consciousness (and 
sentience) questions tend to 
creep into the  thinking about 
intelligence.

However, consciousness is an 
extremely hard problem even 
outside any AI issues



Different dimensions of thought

Dangerous / bad

Good / aligned

Easy, achievable soon Hard, not achievable

Neural / system 1
crucial

Symbolic / system 2
crucial

Current tech 
sufficient

Need new tech

Sutskever

Andreessen

Yudkowsky
Marcus

Internal stuff
enough: body not 
needed

Physical capabilities /
external tools crucial

Text 
enough

Vision / video
Necessary:

LeCun 2

Chollet

Hinton

LeCun 1 Goertzel

Boström

Evolution
not necessary

Evolution
crucial



Recommended fresh podcast episodes
Machine learning street talk:

• Eliezer Yudkowsky and Stephen Wolfram on AI risk

• Francois Chollet: pattern recognition vs True Intelligence (see also ARC 
challenge)

• Episodes about current research on the ARC challenge

Eye on AI:

• Ben Goertzel 


